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Stan Anderson died unexpectedly while
out for an afternoon walk on May 26, 2009.
If I set out to design a model civil society,
Stan would be my model citizen. At every
nexus in the life of a community—family,
friends, workplace, and civic institutions—
Stan’s instincts were to care and to contrib-
ute. For 30 years a member of the political
science faculty at the Santa Barbara cam-
pus of the University of California, he was
a leading authority on, and advocate for,
American applications of the (Scandina-
vian) office of ombudsman. If that term for
an official who handles citizens’ complaints
is no longer foreign in the United States, it
is largely because of Stan Anderson.

Stanley Anderson was born in Alameda,
California, in 1928, the son of Victor and
Stella Anderson and the younger brother
of Robert Anderson, who has been on the
faculty of Mills College for nearly 50 years.
There must have been something special
in the genes that produced two polymath
professor/practitioner/scholars who both
published books within this last year. After
graduating from Oakland’s Fremont High
School, Stan served from 1946 to 1948 in
the United States Navy, and shortly there-
after, in 1949, received his BA in philoso-
phy from UC Berkeley. That he was able
to earn his BA in three years, while serv-
ing in the Navy for two of them, is a
measure of both Stan’s acuity and his
resourcefulness. When he came to Santa
Barbara 12 years later he had an LLB from
Boalt Hall (1953) and a Ph.D. from UC
Berkeley (1961).

In the three years between earning his
law degree and entering Berkeley’s gradu-
ate program in political science Stan real-
ized that his calling was in education
rather than litigation. His teaching drew
upon his training in both the law and
international relations, and his students
include both members of the bar and of
university faculties. As Stan was about to
depart for Scandinavia to do research on
his dissertation (and later book) on the
Nordic Council, his supervisor suggested
that he look into the ombudsman office.
It proved to be an institutional embodi-
ment of Stan’s sense that grievances often

could be resolved without resorting to lit-
igation or political influence, but rather
through fact finding and the largely infor-
mal intervention of an independent offi-
cial. He championed the concept through
his research and writing, beginning with
a 1964 article in the American Scandina-
vian Review, “The Scandinavian Ombuds-
man.” The melding of Stan’s scholarship
and advocacy was furthered in 1963–64 by
his assignment as an APSA Congressio-
nal Fellow to the office of congressman
Henry Reuss, who had introduced a bill
for the creation of a Congressional
Ombudsman Office. The bill was not
enacted, but its rationale was conveyed
to a larger audience in an article coau-
thored with Congressman Reuss for the
January 1966 issue of the Annals of the
American Academy of Political and Social
Science: “The Ombudsman: Tribune of
the People.” During Stan’s stay in Wash-
ington an ombudsman proposal had been
introduced in the Connecticut legislature;
Stan visited its sponsor, and within a
year published an article with the query
“Connecticut Ombudsman?” in Case and
Comment: The Lawyers’ Magazine (March–
April, 1965).

These early publications led to an invi-
tation from the American Assembly to
organize an Arden House conference on
the ombudsman office, and to edit an
associated group of essays collected in a
volume with the broadened query Ombuds-
men for American Government? (1968).
With Stan Anderson’s guidance, the In-
stitute of Governmental Studies at UC
Berkeley had been tracking ombudsman
developments for several years, and in 1971
formalized the collaboration by designat-
ing Stan as the principal investigator of
its Ombudsman Activities Project. Later
that year the federal Office of Economic
Opportunity awarded the OAP a three-
year grant to advise, analyze, and evalu-
ate OEO-supported ombudsman proposals
for Seattle/King County, Nebraska, and
Iowa. (The OEO director was Donald
Rumsfeld—go figure!) All three of these
offices are still thriving.

Stan’s engagement with ombudsman
activities persisted throughout his life,
both locally (at UCSB) and globally (at
the 1984 World Ombudsman Conference

in Stockholm he was designated an hon-
orary director of the International Ombuds-
man Institute, and in 2006 he was an
invited speaker at the annual conference
of the United States Ombudsman Associ-
ation). His last book—Reform in a Prison
Hospital: A Doctor and an Ombudsman Blow
the Whistle—is a powerful illustration of
the role that can be played by ombuds-
man offices in protecting whistle-blowers
from bureaucratic or political retribution.
Fittingly, the setting for this case study is
Nebraska, one of the many ombudsman
offices he was instrumental in establish-
ing or supporting. The typical greeting in
those offices reflects Stan’s instincts: “How
can I help?” The help that Stan gave to
American ombudsman offices was rooted
in his publications, amplified by his net-
working skills, and sustained by his genial
accessibility. Stan was remembered by the
current president of the International
Ombudsman Institute as one of the orig-
inal giants of North American ombuds-
man scholarship and advocacy, and as a
personal mentor.

Stan’s years on the UCSB faculty in-
cluded service as book review editor of the
Western Political Quarterly, as vice chair-
man of UCSB’s Academic Senate, and as
chair of the department of political sci-
ence. He did that for one year, and having
satisfied himself that he could do it well,
moved on. In 1982–83 he was with his fam-
ily in London, serving as director of the
UC Education Abroad Program Study Cen-
ter for the United Kingdom and Ireland.
Upon returning to UCSB he continued his
work with the EAP for three years as its
associate director for academic affairs. For
countless years, extending beyond his
retirement in 1991, Stan nurtured his stu-
dents, together with his wife Mary, provid-
ing a haven from the rigors of graduate
study, and after their graduation, keeping
in touch. We were all moved by the devas-
tation of Hurricane Katrina, but only Stan
thought to call one of our Ph.D.’s who was
teaching in Mississippi to find out how he
was doing. He was no less regardful of his
colleagues, organizing memorial celebra-
tions, assuring that benchmark birthdays
were remembered, regularly visiting those
who were enduring hospitalization or long-
term care.
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While Stan may have concluded early
on that he was not by nature a litigator,
he was nevertheless a lawyer who made
good use of his training and law degree.
He was a member of the United States
Supreme Court Bar, for eight years chair-
man of the Ombudsman Committee of the
American Bar Association’s Administra-
tive Law Section, and for 40 years a mem-
ber of the Santa Barbara County Bar
Association. While teaching he was a men-
tor and inspiration to many local attor-
neys, and after retirement was lauded by
the local bar association for his pro bono
work with indigent felony defendants. In
2002 he received the Santa Barbara County
Bar Association’s Richar Abbe Humanitar-
ian Award “for his lifelong devotion to
humanitarian service.”

I first met Stan in 1964, in Washing-
ton, D.C., where he was completing his
Congressional Fellowship year and I was
returning from my first year at UCSB to
complete research on a project for the
Brookings Institution. We arranged to
meet for dinner, and then go to a baseball
game at what later became RFK Stadium.
I brought a friend from Brookings, and
when the three of us got to the stadium
we found two empty seats at one end of
our row, and one at the other end. Stan
stood in front of the row and asked if
everyone could move over one seat, so that
the three of us could sit together. It was a
reasonable request, gently tendered, and
they did. That was the Stan Anderson I
came to know for 45 years, my model cit-
izen. Were it not for problems of scale that
require collective action, a libertarian com-
munity composed of Stan Andersons
might actually work. Stan is survived by
his wife Mary, his son and daughter-in-
law Stefan and Chi, his brother Bob, and
an extended family beyond counting.

John E. Moore
Professor Emeritus

University of California, Santa Barbara
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Following a period of declining health, Alex
Dragnich died of pneumonia on August 10,
2009, at the age of 97. His mind remained
sharp and his pen vigorous until almost
his death.

He was especially notable for having,
in effect, two careers. The first: teacher and

scholar. The second, after retiring: scholar
and commentator on public affairs. Each
of these careers spanned 30 years. He pub-
lished more after he had retired than he
had before retiring, six of his eleven books,
for example. During his second career, he
not only wrote books, but also authored
journal and op-ed articles, as well as
letters to the editor. He participated fre-
quently in Washington, D.C., policy sem-
inars and appeared on TV programs.

Dragnich’s life was the classic American
success story. He was the son of Serbian
immigrants. Difficult as it is to believe, he
really did grow up in a log cabin in the
Pacific Northwest. He didn’t start school
until he was nine, following a visit from
the truant officer, who explained to his
parents about compulsory education. He
eventually graduated Phi Beta Kappa from
the University of Washington and earned
a Ph.D. at the University of California,
Berkeley.

DuringWorldWar II he served as a social
science analyst for the Department of Jus-
tice and the Office of Strategic Services.
After teaching at CaseWestern Reserve, he
became Cultural Attache and Public Affairs
Officer at the American Embassy in Bel-
grade, Yugoslavia, from 1947 to 1950. This
post shaped his entire career.

The chancellor of Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, Harvie Branscombe, on a mission for
the U.S. government, met Dragnich in Bel-
grade. He was so impressed that he offered
him an appointment as associate profes-
sor, should he decide to leave government
service. Two years later, Dragnich went to
Vanderbilt, teaching there from 1950 to
1978.

Branscombe sought advice from Drag-
nich on recruiting a chair who could build
a reputable political science department.
Avery Leiserson was brought from the Uni-
versity of Chicago to accomplish this mis-
sion. During more than a decade as chair,
Leiserson worked closely with Dragnich.
When he retired as chair, Dragnich took
over from 1964 to 1969. The two of them
built a department of note. In 1970 Drag-
nich received the Thomas Jefferson Award
for distinguished service to Vanderbilt.

This was just one of many awards and
honors. He was Chester Nimitz Professor
at the U.S. Naval War College in 1959–60,
a research fellow at the Hoover Institu-
tion in 1978–81, and a distinguished lec-
turer at Washington and Lee University
in 1982. In 2002 he received the Yugoslav
Star, First Class, medal from the presi-

dent of Yugoslavia in recognition of his
efforts to enhance Serbia’s image in the
United States. He served as president of
the Southern Political Science Associa-
tion and as vice president of the Ameri-
can Political Science Association.

He did not court controversy, but wasn’t
afraid to go against the flow. His first book,
Tito’s Promise Land: Yugoslavia (1954), was
unfashionable. Many students of inter-
national affairs had come to view Tito as
leader of a “third world” grouping, bridg-
ing the cold war chasm between the United
States and the Soviet Union. Dragnich,
however, understood fully the oppressive
nature of the Tito regime, having himself
lived under surveillance during his years
in Yugoslavia. He published his final book,
Serbia Through the Ages (2004) at age 92.

His comparative politics textbook,
Major European Governments, was widely
adopted, going through nine editions over
more than a third of a century. His consid-
erateness is attested to by the harmonious
relations with Jorgen Rasmussen and Joel
Moses, who became coauthors in the later
editions.

In his personal relations he was mild
and unassuming, leading by example,
rather than by command. Nonetheless, he
was fervent in support of his basic values.

He was predeceased by his wife and one
son and survived by a son, a daughter, and
three grandchildren. He took great plea-
sure in his family. Clichés, by definition,
are overused. They sometimes provide,
however, the most apt assessment. Alex
Dragnich was, indeed, a gentleman of the
old school.

Jorgen Rasmussen
Distinguished Professor Emeritus

Iowa State University
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Robert W. Jackman, Distinguished Profes-
sor of Political Science at the University of
California, Davis, died peacefully in San
Francisco on October 8, 2009, after a long,
courageous struggle with pancreatic cancer.

Bob was born on October 31, 1946, in
Oamaru, New Zealand, the first-born child
of two school teachers, David and Helen
Jackman. His father was a veteran of the
North African campaign in WWII, and he
and his new wife sought a quiet life teach-
ing in rural Maori communities. Bob’s
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